
REVISION OF SAFEGROUNDS GUIDANCE
FIRST CONSULTATION ON CITIZENS’ GUIDE
1 Introduction
As part of the programme to update the SAFEGROUNDS guidance on the management of contaminated land (the LMG for short) a separate “Citizens’ Guide” is being developed. 

The citizens’ guide is to be a separate, complementary document in layman’s language.  It will provide local communities, other stakeholders and the wider public with an introduction to the topics covered by the LMG and will contain links to it, but it will not simply summarise the main LMG document.  
Subject to the agreement of stakeholders, its focus will be radioactively contaminated land and land with both radioactive and non-radioactive contamination, rather than all contaminated land.

The current consultation covers the scope, function and form proposed for the Guide.  There is a response form at the end of this document for you to use. Please return your response to Jo Facer at CIRIA by post (Jo Facer, Classic House, 174-180 Old Street, London, EC1V 9BP), by fax (020 7253 0523) or by email (jo.facer@ciria.org) 

If you have any problems with this consultation please contact Jo Facer, 020 7549 3300, at CIRIA. Responses should be returned to CIRIA by 8 January 2007.

2 scope
The proposed scope of the Guide is as follows.
Part 1:  Introduction & Background

· Overview of the Guide and short introduction to SAFEGROUNDS
· Radioactive contamination of land, what is it and where does it come from
· Who owns, manages, and is responsible for it 
· How radioactively contaminated land is managed now, what the options are for the long term
· How the management of radioactively contaminated land is regulated

· Status of the SAFEGROUNDS guidance, who is likely to use it and why

Part 2: The Key Principles

The SAFEGROUNDS key principles
 and what they mean in practice.

· Protection of people and the environment
· Stakeholder involvement
· Identifying the preferred land management option
· Immediate action
· Record keeping
Part 3: Making Decisions

· Typical types of decision on radioactively contaminated land

· How decisions are made: NDA sites, other nuclear sites, defence sites, other sites

· Stakeholder involvement at the various types of site, including involvement in comparisons of strategies and options for the management of radioactively contaminated land
Part 4: Learning More & Getting Involved

· Sources of information on radioactively contaminated land, including references to one or more good lexicons of technical terms
· Organisations and stakeholders

· How to find out about activities on local sites

· Useful contacts (including regulators)
3 Format

The Guide is intended to be a valuable resource to a wide range of stakeholders and members of the public who might wish to become involved in decisions on how to deal with radioactively contaminated land.  It must therefore be a substantial document rather than a leaflet or brochure.  The current plan is for a 20 page A4 format document.  
It will be aimed at a wide audience, including people who have relatively little technical knowledge and technical people who work on topics other than contaminated land.  The language and style will be determined accordingly.  However, it is not intended as an elementary introduction.  Rather, it will seek to ‘bridge the gap’ between existing sources of background information on radioactivity (including that produced by the Health Protection Agency) and technical documents such as the SAFEGROUNDS LMG and its supporting documents.

SAFEGROUNDS has already published material that could form the basis of some sections, e.g. on stakeholder engagement, but much will be new, though it will draw on existing material from various sources where practicable. 

It is important that the Guide is non-partisan.  It must therefore reflect the current regulatory position but must also acknowledge areas of disagreement or uncertainty and provide links to both NGO and industry sources.  It should be independently designed and branded, not formatted as a report from a source that would be thought of as part of the nuclear industry. 

4 next steps
Your response to this consultation will be used to develop a first outline draft of the Guide which will be tested with members of the target audience and then subject to a second round of consultation, in spring 2007.
Thank you for your input to the revision of the SAFEGROUNDS guidance.
RESPONSE FORM
Personal Details

	Name:
	Organisation:

	Email address:
	Tel. no.:

	Postal address:



	Are you responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or constituency?



	Do you wish your name (or that of your organisation) to be omitted when responses or summaries of responses are published?



Responses to Consultation Document
	Question 1: Do you have any comments on the need for the Citizens’ Guide and its proposed Purpose? 


	Question 2: Do you have any comments on the proposed Scope?  Is it acceptable to limit it to radioactively contaminated land?  


	Question 3: Are there any topics that you think should be added or omitted?


	Question 4: What are your views on the audience for the Guide and the proposed format? 



Other Comments 
	Please enter here any other comments on the proposed Citizens’ Guide or any aspect of the revision of the SAFEGROUNDS guidance.



� The first round of consultation on the SAFEGROUNDS LMG includes a question about whether there should be any changes to the key principles.
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